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1.5. F.3 Inmate Community Religious Activity Guidelines 
 
I    Policy Index: 
 

 

 

Date Signed: 03/20/2016 
Distribution: Public 

Replaces Policy: N/A 
Supersedes Policy Dated: 03/27/2015 

Affected Units: Adult Units 
Effective Date: 03/21/2016 

Scheduled Revision Date: January 2017 
Revision Number: 8 

Office of Primary Responsibility: DOC Administration 
 

 

II Policy:   
 

As a tool to strengthen the re-entry process. Authorized inmates may be provided the opportunity to attend 
approved religious and/or cultural activities and/or events in the community.  

 

III Definitions: 
 
 Community Religious Host/Transporter: 

For the purposes of this policy, a host/transporter is an interested person from a community religious 
organization who has been approved to provide transportation to an inmate to and from approved activities, 
and/or to assist the inmate in becoming more involved in their chosen religion or culture. 
 
Work Release Program:  
A program that allows approved inmates access to the community for the purposes of employment, 
vocational training and/or educational programming, pursuant to SDCL § 24-8-1. 
 
Inmate: 
Any person who has been sentenced or placed in a facility or program under the control of the Department 
of Corrections. 
 
 

IV Procedures: 
 

1. Application Guidelines: 
 

A. Inmates approved for work release may attend approved religious and/or cultural activities in the 
community (See DOC policy 1.5.A.5 Work Release).  

 
B. Work release inmates interested in participating in the community religious program must complete the 

Community Religious Attendance Application (See Attachment 1) and submit the application to their 
respective Department of Corrections (DOC) Cultural Activities Coordinator at least ten (10) working 
days prior to the scheduled date of the community religious activity.  
 

C. Once the Work Release inmate’s Community Religious Attendance Application has been reviewed and 
approved by the respective facility Cultural Activities Coordinator, the inmate is required to review and 
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sign the Community Religious Attendance Acknowledgement of Rules and Regulations (See Attachment 
2).  The Work Release Case Manager will be notified of the approval. 
 

 
D. Offenders placed in the Community Transition Program (CTP) on level 2 may request permission from 

their supervising parole agent to attend religious and/or cultural activities in the community (See DOC 
policy 1.5.G.2 Community Transition Program). 
 

2. Approved Religious Activities and Guidelines: 
 
A. The Cultural Activities Coordinator or designee shall review all community religious or cultural activities 

which an offender has requested to attend.     
 

1. Religious activities include organized activities at an approved house of worship and/or other  
  scheduled religious and/or cultural events. 

 
B. An inmate/offender’s time away from their assigned housing unit shall not exceed three (3) hours, which 

shall include travel time to and from the activity/event.  The Unit Manager or Associate/Deputy Warden 
may grant exceptions on a case by case basis. 

 
1. The total distance an inmate/offender may travel from their assigned housing unit to attend an   

activity or event shall not exceed 25 miles, one way.  
 

2. Inmates/offenders may not travel outside of the state of South Dakota for the purpose of attending 
             a religious activity or event.  
 
C. Work release inmates may attend a maximum of one activity/event per week (Monday through Sunday).  
 
D. Work Release inmates may wear civilian clothing while attending religious or cultural activities/events in 

the community. 
        
3. Community Religious Host/Transporter Application and Guidelines: 
 
A. Persons interested in becoming an approved community religious host/transporter must meet the 

following criteria: 
 

1. Must be18 (eighteen) years of age or older and the same gender as the inmate/offender they are   
        transporting/hosting. 

 
2. May not transport inmates/offenders any further than twenty-five (25) miles from the housing area   
         where the inmate/offender is housed or outside the state of South Dakota. 

 
3. May transport up to three (3) inmates/offenders at one time.  This requires prior approval by the  
         Unit Manager and/or designated DOC staff. 

 
4. May charge the inmate/offender a fee for transportation expenses if properly licensed through the  
 South Dakota Department of Revenue.  
 
5. The host/transporter must complete the Community Religious Host/Transporter application and  

attach a copy of their South Dakota driver’s license and automobile insurance information.  
Applications may be submitted/forwarded to the respective DOC Work Release case manager (See 
Attachment 3).  
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6. All hosts/transporters must complete the Community Religious Host/Transporter Background Check    
and Release and Waiver of Liability and return this to the DOC (See Attachment 4). 

  
                     a. A criminal background check (NCIC) will be completed on all host/transporters and is subject to 
                          review and approval by the senior security officer. 
 

7. Must review and sign the Community Religious Host/Transporter Rules (See Attachment 5) prior to   
        transporting inmates/offenders. 

 
B. Once the host/transporter is approved, a sign-up process will be initiated by the applicable DOC unit   

informing the inmates/offenders of the religious activity and transporter.  The posting will include the 
following information:  
 
1. Brief description of the community religious activity; 
 
2. Date, location, start and end time of the community religious activity; 
 
3. Any necessary details pertaining to the community religious activity; and 
 
4. The number of inmates the host/transporter is able to transport; not to exceed more than three (3) 

inmates/offenders per trip. 
 

4.  Approved Public Transportation For Inmates: 
 
A. Work release inmates and CTP offenders may utilize public transportation or other means of self-

transportation (walking or biking) to attend a religious activity.  
 

V Related Directives: 
 
       SDCL § 24-8-1. 

DOC policy 1.5.A.5 -- Work Release 
DOC policy 1.5.G.2 -- Community Transition Program 

 

VI Revision Log: 
June 2010:  New policy. 
January 2011:   Added ss 1. A. “may attend approved religious activities in the community” Added hyperlink to 
DOC Work Release policy.  Replaced ss 1 B. “participate in” with “utilize”. Deleted D. in ss 1. Deleted 
“appropriate” in ss D. 1. and renumbered to C. 2. Deleted from ss 2 a. “the following community” Added 
“These activities are subject to review and approval by DOC staff.  Activities include but are not limited to the 
following:” Deleted 4. a. b. c. d. & f. from ss 2 in A. Renumbered “weddings” (4) and “other events” (5).  Inserted 
“age 18 (eighteen) or older and” in ss 3 A. 1. Added “or transport the inmate outside of the state of South 
Dakota” to ss 3, A. 2.  Deleted 5. from ss 3. Replaced with “Hosts/transporters who charge inmates for 
transportation expenses must be licensed through the Department of Revenue”. Added “Inmates” to 7. in ss 3. 
Replaced 7. a. in ss 3. With “A criminal background check will be completed on all hosts/transporters and be 
approved by the senior security officer”.  Replaced “The denomination” with “Brief description in ss 3 B. 1.  
Deleted 2. from ss 3 B. Added “start and end time” and “location” and replaced “at one time” with “per trip” in 
the newly re-numbered B.2 in ss 3. Deleted ss 4. A. “All inmates who have been approved to utilize public 
transportation to a community religious activity must have an approved religious host at the religious event and 
Replaced ss 4. A. with  “CTP inmates and inmates approved for work release may utilize public transportation 
to attend approved religious activities or other means of self- transportation as approved by DOC staff.” 
Attachment 2. Added “all DOC” to agreement statement. Added 1. “except in the case of an emergency to 
contact the DOC”.  Deleted “arrived at the approved community religious activity” from 5. and Replaced with 
“departed from the facility”. Deleted “with any member associated with the community religious activity” in 7. 
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and Replaced with “or engage in inappropriate relations with other inmates attending the activity, the 
transporter or others attending the activity”. Added 8. “except those tobacco products approved for use during 
cultural/religious activities.  Added “or other inmates attending the activity” to 11. Deleted 20. “I will only wear 
the state approved clothing and shoes while participating in community religious activities”. Attachment 5. 
Added 1. “other than those tobacco products approved and used in conjunction with religious/cultural activities” 
Added “except in the case of an emergency or to contact the DOC and Deleted “at community religious 
activities from 3. Replaced “visitors” with “friends or family members” and replaced “activities other than 
religious services” with “social or romantic relations with boy/girl friends, spouses or partners”. Deleted 6. “All 
religious hosts/transporters must take part in DOC specified training prior to inmate transports and annually 
thereafter”. Deleted 7. Religious hosts/transporters must know where inmates are at all times”. Deleted 8. “A 
religious host/transporter will not be sexually involved with an inmate”. In 7. Replaced “drink” with “beverages 
(absolutely no alcohol”. Added “please call 911” to 9. Added “or violating any of the rules or conditions 
contained in this document” to 10. Deleted “arrived at the community religious activity in 12. Replaced with 
“when they departed from the facility”. Added “or other communication devices” to 14. Deleted 19.” An inmate 
will only wear the approved personal clothing to community religious activities”.    
October 2011:  Added definition of “Work Release”. Deleted 2. “The approval for CTP parolees to participate 
in community religious activities is subject to their respective agent”. in Section 1 A.  Deleted “3. CTP parolees 
approved to participate in community religious activities may utilize the same transportation arrangements 
offered to inmates on work release”. in Section 1. A.  Added “and submit the application to their respective 
DOC Cultural Activities Coordinator ten (10) working days prior to the date of the requested activity”. in Section 
1 B.  Added “by the Cultural Activities Coordinator” and “through their DOC Work Release Case Manager” to 
Section 1 C.  Deleted “1.  Approved CTP parolees are not required to complete the Community Religious 
Attendance application of the Community Religious Attendance Acknowledgement of Rules and Regulations”. 
in Section 1 C.  Deleted “2.  Inmates attending religious activities in the community will be allowed to wear 
civilian clothing to religious activities”. in Section 1 C.  Added “and Guidelines” to title of Section 2.  Deleted 
“but are not limited to the following:” and Replaced with “organized religious events at an approved house of 
worship and other events as approved” in Section 2. A.  Deleted criteria 1-5.  Added B. “Time away from the 
unit for an approved religious activity is not to exceed three (3) hours including travel to and from the activity”. in 
Section 2. Added C.  “A maximum of one community religious activity per work (Monday through Sunday) per 
inmate may be approved”.  in Section 2 Added “Inmates attending religious activities in the community will be 
allowed to wear civilian clothing to religious activities”. in Section 2.  Deleted “3. Will not be allowed to select a 
specific inmate to transport/host”. in Section 3.  Deleted a. “Unless the interested person is a family member or 
friend previously on the inmate’s visit list and wishes to volunteer as a community religious transporter/host” in 
Section 3 .  Deleted “not host” and “more than” and Replaced with “up to” Added “with prior approval in Section 
3 A. 4. Deleted “cultural activities coordinator” and Replaced with “Work Release Case Manager” in Section 3 
A.7.  Deleted “8.  Participate in required training set forth by DOC”. in Section 3 A.  Deleted a. Community 
religious transporters/hosts who are transporting/hosting CTP inmates are not required to complete the 
Community Religious Host/Transporter, Community Religious Host/Transporter Background Check and 
Release and Waiver of Liability of the Community Religious Host/Transporter Rules” in Section 3 A. 9.  Deleted 
“CTP inmates and inmates approved for” and Added “examples include walking and biking” to Section 4. A.   
March 2012:  Reviewed with no changes.  
January 2012: Added “approved for” and Deleted “and will be informed of the community religious program” in 
Section 1 A. Added the Cultural Coordinator or designated DOC staff” to Section 2 A. and 2 A. 1 Added 
“without prior approval from the unit manager and Deputy/Associate Warden” in Section 2 B.  Added 1 & 2 to 
Section 2 B.  Deleted “DOC staff” and replaced with “unit manager” in Section 3 A. 3. Added “unit manager” to 
Section 4 A.    
February 2014:  Reviewed with no changes. 
February 2015:  Grammar and sentence structure changes. 
February 2016:  Reviewed with no changes. 

 
 

Denny Kaemingk (original signature on file) 
  

03/20/2016 
Denny Kaemingk, Secretary of Corrections Date 
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Attachment 1:  Community Religious Attendance Application 
 
The Community Religious Attendance Application is located on the states WAN. 
 
A copy may be printed using Microsoft Word 97 as follows: 
 
1.   Click here to access the Community Religious Attendance Application by:   

a.   Placing mouse on the word “here” above 
b.   Press and hold the “Ctrl” key on the keyboard  
c.   Click the left button of mouse. 

  
2.   Or Select File/New from the Menu Bar / Select the DOC tab / Select Community Religious Attendance 

Application.  
 
The gray areas indicate the information that is to be entered. 
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Attachment 2:  Community Activity Attendance 
Acknowledgement of Rules and Regulations 
 
The Community Religious Attendance Acknowledgement of Rules and Regulations is located on the states 
WAN. 
 
A copy may be printed using Microsoft Word 97 as follows: 
 
1.   Click here to access the Community Religious Attendance Acknowledgement of Rules and 

Regulations by:   
a.   Placing mouse on the word “here” above 
b.   Press and hold the “Ctrl” key on the keyboard  
c.   Click the left button of mouse. 

  
2.   Or Select File/New from the Menu Bar / Select the DOC tab / Select Community Religious Attendance 

Acknowledgement of Rules and Regulations.  
 
The gray areas indicate the information that is to be entered. 
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Attachment 3:  Community Religious Host/Transporter 
 
The Community Religious Host/Transporter application is located on the states WAN. 
 
A copy may be printed using Microsoft Word 97 as follows: 
 
1.   Click here to access the Community Religious Host/Transporter by:   

a.   Placing mouse on the word “here” above 
b.   Press and hold the “Ctrl” key on the keyboard  
c.   Click the left button of mouse. 

  
2.   Or Select File/New from the Menu Bar / Select the DOC tab / Select Community Religious 

Host/Transporter.  
 
The gray areas indicate the information that is to be entered. 
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Attachment 4:  Community Religious Host/Transporter 
Background Check and Release and Waiver of Liability 

 
The Community Religious Host/Transporter Background Check and Release and Waiver of Liability is 
located on the states WAN. 
 
A copy may be printed using Microsoft Word 97 as follows: 
 
1.   Click here to access the Community Religious Host/Transporter Background Check and Release and 

Waiver of Liability by:   
a.   Placing mouse on the word “here” above 
b.   Press and hold the “Ctrl” key on the keyboard  
c.   Click the left button of mouse. 

 
2.   Or Select File/New from the Menu Bar / Select the DOC tab / Select Community Religious 

Host/Transporter Background Check and Release and Waiver of Liability.  
 

The gray areas indicate the information that is to be entered. 
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Attachment 5:  Community Religious Host/Transporter Rules 
 

The Community Religious Host/Transporter Rules is located on the states WAN. 
 
A copy may be printed using Microsoft Word 97 as follows: 
 
1.   Click here to access the Community Religious Host/Transporter Rules by:   

a.   Placing mouse on the word “here” above 
b.   Press and hold the “Ctrl” key on the keyboard  
c.   Click the left button of mouse. 

 
2.   Or Select File/New from the Menu Bar / Select the DOC tab / Select Community Religious 

Host/Transporter Rules.  
 

The gray areas indicate the information that is to be entered. 
 
 

 
 


