CORRECTIONS COMMISSION MEETING
Capitol Building, Pierre
Room B-01 (Basement)
December 4, 2007

Members Present:  Representative Garry Moore, Commission Chair; Senator Ken
Albers, Commission Vice-Chair; Committee Members:
Representative Carol Pitts, Justice Steven Zinter, Brad Drake,
George Prest and Judge Kathleen Caldwell (by telephone).

Others Present: Secretary of Corrections Tim Reisch; Laurie Feiler, Deputy Secretary
of Corrections; Dave Schiefen, Policy and Compliance Manager;
Michael Winder and Tina LaRosh, Sen. Frank Kloucek, Emily
Ward, and Rebecca Pitts from the Capitol Journal.

Members Absent: Paul Aylward and Senator Julie Bartling.

Agenda Item Number One: Review/approval of minutes from the August and October

Meetings:

. Senator Albers moved for approval of the August and October Meeting Minutes.

Second by George Prest, minutes approved by all.

- Agenda ltem Number Two: Update on the Women’s Meth Program — Laurie Feiler:

(See PowerPoint handout.)

Deputy Secretary Feiler walked through the four steps of the IMT program. She covered
the budget and staffing. Feiler gave a rundown of how many offenders are in the
program and what stage of the program they are currently at. Feiler talked about those
inmates who failed in the program and why they failed.

Chair Moore asked about one offender who failed the program. He wanted to know if she
would have a chance to get back in.

Deputy Secretary Feiler said yes, but it is a joint decision between the Department of
Cotrections (DOC) and the Department of Human Services (DHS). Feiler explained the

continuing detection methods used for drug testing. On average, each offender is tested
about once every three days.

Chair Moore asked how many times an inmate gets a second chance.
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Deputy Secretary Feiler explained that some of the failures were due to an inmate using
more than one drug when caught.

Representative Pitts asked if inmates start this program when they first come in.

Deputy Secretary Feiler explained the start time is a function of their length of sentence
and classification level.

Senator Albers asked what the treatment actually involved.

Deputy Secretary Feiler gave a summary of the different aspects of the program —
certified counselors are involved.

Brad Drake asked if we forecasted a certain number of failures and how many inmates
are waiting to enter the program.

Deputy Secretary Feiler said it’s not unexpected. Some of the failures were for the typical
inmate behavior that isn’t really traced back to meth use. Feiler said there are 25 inmates
scheduled to enter the IMT.

Agenda Item Number Three; 24/7 Program — Laurie Feiler:

(See PowerPoint presentation.)

Deputy Secretary Feiler stated that the DOC has been doing PBT’s for parolees since
1987. The SCRAM part is relatively new. Feiler went through the number of failures and

why.
George Prest asked why we don’t require everyone to have a SCRAM bracelet.

Deputy Secretary Feiler responded that the cost is prohibitive and it’s very labor intensive
to monitor the usage.

Representative Pitts had questions with the percentage of failures.
Deputy Secretary Feiler responded that we were able to get the total number of offenders
on the programs, there’s a slight problem with the Attorney General’s data system, The

Attorney General’s office is tracking these numbers. She then gave a rundown of DUI
admissions to the DOC.

Brad Drake requested to see a SCRAM unit some time.

Agenda Item Number Four: Offender Financial Obligations — Laurie Feiler:

(See Handout)

Deputy Secretary Feiler handed out a page of different offender financial obligations.
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Senator Albers asked if the state sues the inmate to convert an obligation to a lien.
Justice Zinter said there’s a statute that automatically converts these to a lien.
Senator Albers asked about the obligations following the inmate for the rest of his life.

Deputy Secretary Feiler said we do not go after costs of incarceration later on but other
obligations are open until they are paid.

Representative Pitts brought up a constituent’s discussion about the effort that DOC
makes to collect,

Deputy Secretary Feiler went through the slide of what has been collected from inmates.

Senator Albers questioned how the DOC was able to collect almost $300K in child
support.

Deputy Secretary Feiler explained how Private Sector Prison Industries and Work
Release payroll deductions allow the majority of this to happen.

Justice Zinter talked about the ability to collect some judgments from people who are
financially at the “bottom of the barrel”.

Brad Drake asked what the total debt burden is for the inmates.

Deputy Secretary Feiler stated we don’t really have that number available to us at this
time,

Representative Pitts asked what rights the victim has if they feel the DOC hasn’t done
enough to try to collect the debt,

Deputy Secretary Feiler walked through the process of setting up a restitution plan with a
. parolee and advised that the victim can ask to go before the Parole Board and state their
-grievance in regards to restitution. The victim could probably also go to court and obtain

a civil lien.

Chair Moore noted that he is not interested in the DOC becoming a collection agency.
He hesitated to get more stringent with the DOC if we don’t get more stringent on UJS as

well.

Representative Pitts referenced her days on the county commission and wondered ifitis
against the law if they don’t pay their restitution and the possibility of turning the inmate
over to a collection agency.

Justice Zinter provided his opinion on both matters.
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George Prest said he does experience wage garnishments with some of his employees
who owe restitution.

Senator Albers thought that if the DOC hired a colection agency we are collecting for
individuals and not for the state. He wondered if we can really make that decision.

Justice Zinter pointed out that the one area the courts aggressively collect is child
support.

Agenda Item Number Five: Review of proposed 2008 legislation:

No items were brought forward by the legislatures.

Chair Moore talked about the execution procedures and the role of the coroner. He stated
that Secretary Reisch has that in hand and we won’t mess with that.

Agenda [tem Number Six: 2007 Accomplishments:

Policy & Compliance Manager Schiefen handed out a draft letter and gave a brief
explanation of the letter that was drafted.

‘Secretary Reisch discussed the specific statute and suggested that it be amended to more
closely reflect what Chair Moore is after.

Chair Moore asked the DOC to draft the legislation for him in language that we are happy
with. Chair Moore and the other legislators on the Corrections Commission will carry the

bill.

Secretary Reisch also discussed the annual report that Michael Winder completed and
will do on a regular basis and said that the Corrections Commission could grab whatever
information they wanted from the annual report. The annual report will be on our DOC
website.

Agenda Item Number Seven: Adjourn:

The date for our next meeting has not been set at this time. It is aimed at the end of the
legislative session. The commission members have requested the DOC to bring a
SCRAM bracelet to that meeting.

Representative Pitts made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Second by George Prest, the motion carried, meeting adjourned.
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