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The longer you wait to report a sexual 
assault the more diffi cult it is for a criminal 
and/or administrative investigation to obtain 
the necessary evidence.

Request immediate medical attention. You 
may have serious injuries that you are not 
aware of and any sexual contact can expose 
you to sexually transmitted diseases.

Do not shower, brush your teeth, use the 
rest room, or change your clothes. You may 
destroy important evidence.

If you have been sexually assaulted or 
witness a sexual assault, but you are 
unwilling to report it to a staff member, then 
you may drop a kite into a drop box located 
in the day hall.

The box will be locked and checked by 
staff daily.  All information will be kept 
confi dential.   

Reporting a sexual assault is a serious 
allegation and will be treated as such.  
False reporting will carry serious 
consequences.

You will immediately be separated 
from any alleged attackers, pending 
investigation.

Health Services will be notifi ed and you 
will receive a physical examination. 
The purpose of this will be to assess 
you for any injures or exposure to 
sexually transmitted diseases (STD).  
Additionally, the Division of Criminal 
Investigation will take control of 
any evidence obtained from this 
examination.

Once the examination is complete, 
you will be referred to Mental Health 
professionals for an assessment. 
Treatment will be provided as 
necessary.

Remember that sexual assault is a 
crime of violence and has nothing to 
do with lust or passion.  The victim 
of an assault is a ‘Victim’ and is not 
at fault.
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Sexual assault / rape includes 

What is
Sexual Assault?  What  What isis
 Sexual Assault? Sexual Assault?

What can I do What can I do to avoid ato avoid a          
Sexual Assault?Sexual Assault?

Sexual assault / rape includes any of 
the following: Intimate knowledge, oral 
sodomy, sexual assault with an object, 
or sexual fondling of a person, forcibly 
or against that person’s will. 

A sexual assault includes incidents 
where a person is unable to give consent 
because of his or her youth, temporary 
or permanent mental or physical 
incapacity. 

Additionally, when a sexual assault is 
threatened or accomplished through 
fear or threat of bodily harm, that is 
considered a sexual assault or rape.

It is a crime to engage in any sex act 
with any person employed by the 
State of South Dakota or any person 
employed or volunteering within a 
correctional facility.

Sexual assault affects every one, either 
directly or through the experiences of 
those we care about. 

It is not only a women’s issue as it can 
affect persons of any gender, age, race, 
ethnic group, socioeconomic status, sexual 
orientation, or disability.

The only way sexual assaults can be 
prevented is when a potential rapist chooses 
NOT to rape.  However, you may avoid an 
attack by keeping the following guidelines 
in mind.

•  Be aware of situations that make you    
    uncomfortable. Trust your instincts. If it    
    feels wrong, LEAVE.

•  Don’t let your manners get in the way       
    of  keeping yourself safe.  Don’t be 
    afraid to say “NO” or “STOP IT NOW”.

•  Walk and stand with confi dence.  
    Many rapists choose victims who look    
    like they won’t fi ght back or who appear     
    emotionally weak.

•  Avoid casual nudity and talking about    
    sex. These things may be considered an    
    invitation, a  come on, or  otherwise

    convince another inmate that
    you have an interest in a sexual       
    relationship.

•  Do not accept commissary or gifts
    from other inmates.  Placing 
    yourself in debt to  another inmate 
    can lead to the expectation of 
    repaying the debt with sexual favors.

•  Avoid secluded areas.  Position 
    yourself in plain view of staff 
    members. If you are being pressured       
    for sex, report it to a staff member     
    immediately.

   If the attack has just
   happened…..

  Get to a safe place. 

  Report the attack to a 
  staff member immediately.
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