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Nikolas re-elected Chair of Board of Pardons and Paroles

Sioux Falls, S.D.- Kay Nikolas of Sisseton was re-elected to serve as chair of the
Board of Pardons and Paroles during the Board’s Jan. 15 meeting.

Mark Smith of Pierre was elected to serve as vice-chair.

The Board consists of nine members, with the Governor, Chief Justice of the
South Dakota Supreme Court and the Attorney General each appointing three
members. One of the appointees by each authority must be an attorney.

Nikolas was appointed to the Board by Chief Justice David Gilbertson in 2009.
Smith was a 2013 appointment to the Board by Gov. Dennis Daugaard.

The Board conducts hearings and takes action on inmate petitions for parole and
makes recommendations to the Governor on requests for clemency. The Board is
administered under the jurisdiction and direction of the Department of Corrections
(DOC) but retains quasi-judicial, quasi-legislative, advisory and other non-
administrative functions independent of the DOC.
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For more information on the Board of Pardons and Paroles, visit the DOC website

at doc.sd.gov/parole/ and the Boards and Commissions Portal at
boardsandcommissions.sd.gov/.

Parole Board Office Contact: Phone- (605) 367-5040; Fax - (605) 367-5115



